Advanced Concepts for Snare Drum
by Brad Meyer

“#1” from Delécluse’s Douze Etudes pour Caisse-Claire

3 Basic Strokes
Full - (a.k.a. “legato”) - full down, full up
Down - (a.k.a. “marching staccato”) - full down, small up
Up - (a.k.a. “lift stroke™) - small down, full up

4 Advanced Strokes: in order of intensity/volume

Tenuto (heavy, back of the hand, glancing blow) - “agogic
accents” - slightly louder than a regular stroke

Staccato (starts lower than it ends, “quick up”) - between a
tenuto and legato note

Accented (full down and up) - one level louder than previous
notes

Marcato (heavy/fast down, mild up) - over one level louder
than legato note

Practice tips for “Delécluse’s #1”
- imply the meter at the beginning
- it should “dance”
- dynamic markings (there are more than 2!)
- clear drags
- piano practice

Walkin Down Coolidge by Joseph Tompkins

Helpful Guidelines for Rolling
- Slower is usually better than faster, especially for soft rolls.
- Determine the roll-base at the tempo you will ultimately
perform the piece, then always stay true to that roll-base
when practicing under tempo.
- Overlap your soft rolls.




Performing Uneven Note Groupings Accurately
- Slow practice of small chunks
- With a metronome -> multiple different subdivisions
- Make a “play-along” track with the metronome in it
- Practice going from one uneven grouping to another

“#1” from Brad Meyer’s
Eight Gestures: for solo concert snare drum
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