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Engraving is the art of incising a design on to a hard, usually flat surface, by cutting grooves into 
it.  “Engravings for Prepared Snare Drum, iPad, and Computer” through tactile and interactive 
processes directs the percussionist to create and sculpt in sound by performing gestures on an 
iPad and a prepared snare drum.  A computer, fed by a contact microphone on the drum and 
wireless signals from the iPad, renders these inputs into sound and displays a score consisting of a 
series graphical images based on statistical data from the State of Kentucky for the performer to 
interpret and “engrave” through time. 

 

 

Step 1: Prepare a snare drum and attach a contact microphone.  
Here is one possible preparation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 2: Load the “Engravings for Prepared Snare Drum, iPad, 
and Computer” software on to your performance computer. 

 
 
Step 3: Load the “Engravings for Prepared Snare Drum, iPad, 
and Computer” interface on to your iPad. 

 



Step 4: Perform! 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Brad Meyer performs “Engravings” 
 


